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Resume. - Premier signalement de Butis gymnopomus (Eleotridae) 
dans les eaux sri-lankaises. 

Le goujon Butis gymnopomus (Bleeker, 1853) est signale pour 
la premiere fois au Sri Lanka a partir de specimens captures lors 
d’un inventaire ichtyologique. Au Sri Lanka, cette espece a pu etre 
confondue precedemment avec Butis butis. B. gymnopomus se 
distingue facilement des autres congeneres presents au Sri Lanka 
par la combinaison des caracteres suivants : museau et region inte- 
rorbitaire sans ecailles, absence d’ecailles auxiliaires sur le corps, 
machoire inferieure proeminente, absence de cretes osseuses sur le 
museau, tache noire absente sur la base de la nageoire pectorale et, 
absence de rayures sombres sur la joue. 
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Measurements were taken to the nearest 0.1 mm with a dial caliper 
(Tab. I). Standard length (SL) was measured from the snout-tip to 
the hypural notch, and head length from the snout-tip to the bony 
edge of the opercle. Body depth was measured at the second dorsal 
fin origin to belly. Count of longitudinal lateral scales was taken 
from the upper pectoral insertion to the end of the caudal peduncle, 
except the scales on the caudal fin base. Photographs were taken 
with a Canon IXUS 50 digital camera. 

Altitudes are given in metres above mean sea level; geographic 
coordinates were taken using topographic maps (1 inch: 1 mile, 
Survey Department, Colombo). 

Butis gymnopomus (Bleeker, 1853) 

(Pigs 1-3) 


Two species of Butis Bleeker, 1856 have been previously 
reported from Sri Lanka (Munro, 1955). Pethiyagoda (1991) 
recorded a single species, Butis butis (Hamilton-Buchanan, 1822), 
although he also photographed the second Butis species mentioned 
by Munro (1995), i.e. B. koilomatodon (Bleeker, 1849) (see Pethiy¬ 
agoda, 1991: 239, the upside down 
specimen). However, our ongo¬ 
ing ichthyological survey failed to 
report B. koilomatodon in the south 
coast of Sri Lanka. Most subse¬ 
quent authors reported Butis butis 
from various parts of the island, 
but these reports were somewhat 
doubtful (Goonatilake, 2007; De 
Silva et al„ 2015). 

During our survey to evalu¬ 
ate the diversity of brackish water 
fishes of Sri Lanka, we discovered 
another Butis species, B. gymnopo¬ 
mus , which is new to Sri Lankan 
waters and the aim of this note. 


MATERIALS AND METHODS 


Material examined 

NMSL WHT 140, 2 specimens, 68.5 mm SL (male), 74.1 mm 
SL (female), Attidiya-Bellanwila, 06°50’N. 79°53’E; NMSL WHT 
5340, 1 spm., 79.0 mm SL (male), Wakwella, swamp in the Gin 
River, 06°06’0(TN. 80°11’15”E; NMSL WHT 5338, 1 spm., 
70.1 mm SL (female), Keembiya River near Baddegama (a tribu- 


Table I. - Morphometric data of Butis gymnopomus and B. butis. 


The specimens studied were 
deposited in the collection of Wild¬ 
life Heritage Trust of Sri Lanka 
(WHT), and later in the National 
Museum, Colombo (NMSL). 



Butis gymnopomus (n = 

5) 

Butis butis (n = 2) 



Range 

Mean 

s.d 

Range 

Mean 

s.d 

Standard length (mm) 

53.6 

79.0 

69.1 

9.5 

90.0 

100.6 

95.3 

7.5 

In percent of standard length 

Total length 

119.6 

127.0 

124.5 

3.0 

123.7 

124.1 

123.9 

0.3 

Body depth at second dorsal fin origin 

16.4 

19.5 

18.0 

1.1 

20.9 

21.6 

21.2 

0.5 

Head length 

26.2 

34.7 

31.3 

4.2 

33.4 

33.7 

33.5 

0.2 

Depth at caudal peduncle 

9.5 

10.4 

9.8 

0.4 

13.0 

13.2 

13.1 

0.1 

Length of caudal peduncle from anal base 

22.3 

26.2 

24.0 

1.8 

26.4 

27.3 

26.9 

0.6 

Predorsal length 

39.2 

42.9 

41.0 

1.4 

41.6 

42.3 

41.9 

0.6 

Second dorsal fin length 

17.3 

19.8 

18.4 

0.9 

15.5 

17.2 

16.4 

1.2 

Preanal length 

47.5 

58.7 

53.6 

4.0 

52.1 

52.8 

52.4 

0.5 

Length of anal fin base 

14.7 

17.2 

16.1 

1.0 

12.5 

15.1 

13.8 

1.8 

Length of longest ray of pectoral fin 

19.0 

23.3 

20.6 

1.6 

22.2 

22.6 

22.4 

0.2 

Length of longest ray of pelvic fin 

17.0 

20.4 

18.2 

1.4 

17.1 

19.6 

18.3 

1.7 

In percent of head length 

Snout length 

37.4 

48.4 

41.2 

4.8 

37.2 

37.6 

37.4 

0.3 

Eye diameter 

18.8 

30.1 

23.5 

5.3 

18.5 

18.8 

18.6 

0.2 

Interorbital length 

16.8 

20.5 

18.8 

1.6 

23.2 

24.4 

23.8 

0.9 
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